THE   COUNTRY  AND   ITS   POPULATION
the predominant type, with chestnut hair and brown or grey eyes
and of medium stature, is more akin to the Alpine, that Csesar
places the tribes of the Gauls, But the Gauls, as described by
Greek and Latin writers, were very tall, fair-haired warriors with
blue eyes and white skin, great fighters, eaters, and drinkers, and
fond of getting drunk. This portrait would be suited to a Nordic
people, but hardly answers to the physical or moral character of
the population of the centre and west, which is very different from
the Nordic peoples and corresponds most closely to what foreigners
nowadays consider to be the French type. If warriors of the Nordic
type were the ancestors of the French of the centre, then their
descendants must have completely changed in type, which is
hardly credible. But Caesar tells us that there was among the
Gallic peoples an aristocracy of 'knights', and a lower class of
agricultural labourers. It is more probable that the warriors of
the Nordic type described by the ancients formed an tipper class
which arrived during the Iron Age and superimposed itself upon
a population of peasants descended from peoples of unknown
name dating from the Bronze Age - perhaps even from the
neolithic age. Hence French school textbooks are wrong in
teaching school-children that their 'ancestors the Gauls* were tall
and fair, for these children are not descended from Nordic
warriors, but from the peasants previously settled on the land.
All it is legitimate to tell them is that their ancestors spoke the
Celtic language introduced by the Gaulish warriors,
As for the population of Nordic type in the north-cast of France,
though it inhabits the region occupied by the Belgic peoples whom
Strabo says to have been very similar to the Gcrmani, we cannot,
all the same, regard it as being descended from the Bclgse; for the
land was depopulated by invasions, and the population renewed
by invaders speaking a Germanic tongue. Not till then was the
composition of the French population completed. It was in the
main the barbarians from the north who introduced into France
the Nordic type - that of the Franks who occupied the whole of
the north-east. This has been preserved among the Flemish, who
have continued to speak the language of the Franks; while the
purest Nordic type appears in Normandy, where it undoubtedly
has its origin in Scandinavian ancestors known as the Norsemen,
or Northmen.
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